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strangers in your republic, to interpret your laws, but
common sense teaches us thatj if such a law exist, it could
only have been made in order to forbid a surrender.

" If any one wishes to expound it otherwise, to him we
would reply, in the words of an ancient Eoman, who said
of a law which seemed to him pernicious, that at least
the tablet upon which it was inscribed, if it could not be
destroyed, should be hidden out of sight. Thus at least
the citizens might escape observing it, when it was plain
that it would cause detriment to the republic, and they
might then put in its place the most ancient of all laws,
sal as populi saprema lex"

The president, having suggested this ingenious expe-
dient of the antique Eoman for getting rid of a constitu-
tional provision by hiding the statute-book, proceeded to
give very practical reasons for setting up the supreme
law of the people's safety on this occasion. And, cer-
tainly, that magnificent common-place, which has saved
and ruined so many States, the most effective weapon in
the political arsenal, whether wielded by tyrants or
champions of freedom, was not unreasonably recom-
mended at this crisis TO the States in their contest with
the refractory Zeelanders. It was easy to talk big, but
after all it wcfuld be difficult for that doughty little sand-
bank, notwithstanding the indomitable energy which it
had so often shown by land and sea, to do battle by itself
with the whole Spanish empire. Nor was it quite con-
sistent with republican principles that the other six
provinces should be plunged once more into war, when
they had agreed to accept peace and independence in-
stead, only that Zeeland should have its way.

The orator went on to show the absurdity in his
opinion, of permitting one province to continue the war,
when all seven united had not the means to do it with-
out the assistance of their allies. He pointed out, too,
the immense blunders that would be made, should it be
thought that the Kings of France and England were so
much interested in saving the provinces from perdition
as to feel obliged in any event to render them assistance.

" Beware of committing an irreparable fault," he said,
" on so insecure a foundation. You are deceiving your-
selves. And, in order that there may be no doubt on the
subject, we declare to you by express command that ii